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of the world, and attainment of universal monarchy. These
troops, who have been taught, almost from their infancy,
that cowardice and flight are the greatest crimes, and per-
suaded, by national prejudices, and principles studiously
instilled, that no foreign forces could withstand them, have
fled before equal numbers of Britons, and been driven
from one province to another, till, instead of grasping at
general dominion, they were reduced to defend their wives
and child ret).

How much of this success was to be ascribed to that
part of the regulation which this motion proposes to be
changed, it is not, my lords, within my province to deter-
mine ; the great commander whom I have the honour
to oppose, can best explain to your lordships the province
of every oilicer in the field, and how far the number of in-
feriour officers may influence the success of a battle and
the fate of a kingdom.

But to me, my lords, the establishment of our armies,
comprising different views, and connecting various sub-
ordinate regulations, may be compared to a medicine
composed of different ingredients, and found infallibly
efficacious in a dangerous disease, in which, though some
of the parts may seem to physicians of the profoundest
learning, superfluous or improper, it would be no less than
the folly of preferring experiments to life, to make any
alteration.

The wantonness of innovation, my lords, is a dangerous
disease of the mind; iu a private station, it prompts men
to be always discontented with what they find, and to lose
the enjoyment of good in search of something better; it
incites them to leave the safe aod beaten tracks of life, in
search of those which they imagine nearer, but which are,
at best, less secure, and which generally lead them to
points far different from that to which they originally in-
tended to direct their course.

It is dangerous, my lords, to admit any alteration which
is not absolutely necessary, for one innovation makes way
for another, The parts of a constitution, like a com-
plicated machine, are fitted to each other, nor can one